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Kari Whitman, a well-known former model and actress, found her true calling as an interior 
designer working with A-list celebrities in Hollywood and royal families in Europe.
 Now one of the most sought-after interior designers in Hollywood, she’s worked to give 
character to spaces inside homes belonging to Jessica Alba, Kristen Bell, Melanie Griffith and 
Antonio Banderas, Don Johnson, Virginia Madsen, Emilio Estevez, and Don Henley. In the 
process, many of these properties incorporate eco- and pet-friendly features. Her success in 
this area translated to her own show on the WE network, titled Designer to the Stars.
 Founding her eponymous company Kari Whitman Interiors in 1994, she started specializing 
in high-end residential properties and later including commercial design. Her extensive portfolio 
has since encompassed condominiums, estates, boutique hotels, and large-scale residential 
developments.
 But, for working with A-list clients, Whitman credits Estevez with her start. While she got 
her first acting role in his 1990 movie Men at Work, it was designing his Malibu home for The 
Dude Room, which she hosted, that took her career to the next level. “He is a class act and a 
beautiful person,” she says about the actor. “He trusted and believed in me even when I didn’t 
believe in myself.”
 Along with Estevez, Whitman continues to maintain great relationships with her design 
clients, including other high-profile actors and royals.
 Likely as a result, the interior designer finds herself traveling all over the world. She manages 
by maintaining homes in Los Angeles and the Aspen-Boulder region of Colorado, and 
supplements that with a small office in New York. “My office is a one-stop shop globally,” she 
says.
 Because of these three locations, she currently has projects in the works all over the country, 
including in Los Angeles, New York, Miami, Aspen, and Baltimore.
 The next stop, career wise, for Whitman is expanding her brand. This approach, so far, has 
led to multiple product lines: an eco-friendly line of paint and a mixing kit, Wall Make Up; 
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two lines of lighting designed in collaboration with manufacturers 
Boyde and Zeev; a line of wallpaper focused on artists, titled A Carpet 
Alongside Stark Carpets; and an innovative line of tile about to come 
out through Soli USA. 
 In addition to these design-centric pursuits, she’s combined this 
passion with her love of dogs to create Greener Pup, a line of eco-
friendly dog beds. All profits go toward dog rescue efforts.
 As some of these product lines have yet to reach stores, Whitman 
confirmed that a few will launch with the opening of her latest two 
Baltimore projects, a 41-story, five-star hotel and a 43-story high-end 
residential building. Both are her first major endeavors with Questar 
Properties.
 Design isn’t Whitman’s only passion – she also considers dogs one 
of the most important things in her life. In one way, she explains, a 
dog completes the vibe of a space. “Once the home is complete, you 
can never have the energy of your expression, in my opinion, without 
the wagging tail of an animal,” she says. “For me, animals give the final 
touch!”
 But, on a more personal level, she has a strong relationship with her 
dog, Hank, rescued from a high-kill shelter in Los Angeles. He touched 
her in a way no other could, she explains, and now, he’s essentially 
her sidekick and travel companion, accompanying her on the road. 
She tells us they take care of each other, and she can’t imagine her life 
without him.

 Her love, too, led to starting a nonprofit, Ace of Hearts Dog 
Rescue. Since its beginning, the organization has saved about 5,000 
dogs from death in the Los Angeles shelter system. “It amazes me we 
are still killing animals and have not fixed this problem!” she tells us.
 Whitman considers the environment another passion, partially 
from the influence of her hometown of Boulder. The city, she says, 
has the best energy and is “hip without being hipster.” However, living 
there shaped her attitude toward being eco-conscious, and her spaces, 
as seen below, have a green component. “When doing my interior 
design, Mother Earth is always one of my main focuses,” she explains. 
“Being a tree hugger from Boulder, Colorado, I will always be ethical 
and keep our allegiance for our beautiful environment.”
 Another aspect shaping her designs? Traveling to other parts of 
the world, which, Whitman says, she does for inspiration, in addition 
to her love for art and affinity for the Earth. “If I am going to travel 
for pleasure, it’s always design motivated,” she says, “As I believe going 
through Europe is one the best ways for me to experience another 
culture and the old craftsmanship that is almost non-existent in 
America today.”
 The next stop, in this regards, is Croatia. 
 Whether going green or working with A-list actors, Whitman has 
a sizeable body of work, with some of her favorites on the next pages. 
www.kariwhitmaninteriors.com. ■
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KARI WHITMAN’S 
COLORADO  
MOUNTAIN HOME    
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Photography by: Rebecca Stumpf 
Designer Wall by: Arteriors 
www.arteriorshome.com
Flower Design by: Stuartz and 
Copeland, Boulder, Colorado

Kari is professional, 
knowledgeable 
and highly 
communicative.

“ “

-Virgina Madsen
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Kari is tenacious, hard-working, cost effective and 
dedicated to quality and excellence in all that she does.“

“

-Joan Pirkle Smith & Kurtwood Smith

Photography by: Rebecca Stumpf 
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ANTONIO BANDERAS 
AND MELANIE GRIFFITH’S 
CENTRAL PARK WEST 
HOME
Designer Kari Whitman collaborated with friends 
and clients Melanie Griffith and Antonio Banderas 
to reimagine their spacious 50 Central Park West 
address. The three bedroom, three and a half bath 
residence is located in a gorgeous, historically 
significant building, to which Kari added fresh 
energy and an abundance of creative touches.

Photo Credit : Nick Johnsonh

Photo Credit : Nick Johnsonh

Photo Credit : Nick Johnsonh
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ANTONIO BANDERAS 
AND MELANIE GRIFFITH’S 
CENTRAL PARK WEST HOME
The 2,500 square foot home has incredible views looking over the 
trees and into the Park across the street, conveniently located to 
accommodate Melanie’s rescue dog Elliot. Great bones, original 
details, and the sweeping views eliminate the need to undertake 
any major remodeling.

Photo Credit : Nick Johnsonh
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Kari Whitman is one of the most creative, innovative, fun 
interior designers around. She changed by NY apartment 
into a cool, elegant yet funky beautiful place to live in. I 
love her style and I  love her. 

“
-Melanie Griffith

“
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I love Kari’s passion, 
she truly has good taste.“

-Jessica Alba

“

Photo Credit : Tim Draxil
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JESSICA ALBA’S HOME
You’d think, with The Honest Company being as 
successful as it is, Jessica Alba’s home would capture 
the paradigm minimalist, naturally lit feel of green 
spaces. Whitman considers the actress one of her 
most creative clients, and thus, her estate feels like 
a country cottage given a modern architectural 
upgrade. The rustic element’s there, emerging 
through natural wood surfaces and a palette of 
brown and maroon. Yet, even with its seeming 
hominess, touches like a carefully selected marble 
stone or pattern elevate it far above any assumed 
shabby chic.
 
Certain elements, of course, go far beyond. A 
dining space, for instance, impresses with a dark 
finished table and chandelier above: In line with the 
simplicity but adding a touch of elegance. Similarly, 
a media room Whitman design is both kid and dog 
proof and, for Alba’s main craft, built with top-tier 
entertainment in mind.
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Ms. Whitman has shown innovation and 
creativity that has been unmatched. Her 
Designs and ideas are original and new 
which is hard to come by.

“
-Don Johnson

“

Photo Credit : Stephen Karlish

DALLAS ESTATE
This expansive property displays trademarks from 
Whitman’s other works – namely, prominently placed 
artwork and angular aspects incorporated throughout, 
from something as simple as a table’s edge to the 
lattices covering the wall.
 
Yet, considering the sheer degree of this home, Whitman 
clearly strives to make every space unique. For instance, 
one bedroom centers around a butterfly motif, which 
she added for its sense of freedom – particularly, 
bringing a facet of nature inside for a more peaceful 
sleep area – but also for its rock ‘n’ roll character.
 
Many spaces rely on a two-tone color scheme. For 
instance, in a bathroom designed for the female of the 
house, a cream shade pervades, accented by red from 
bronzed aspen leaves. A large metal tub, featuring jets 
and a steam shower, gleams inside.
 
As an off-shoot of the rock ‘n’ roll character emerging in 
her spaces, the home’s breakfast room clearly displays a 
love for fashion – logos from Dior, Yves Saint Laurent, 
and Chanel are added to one side – and further 
juxtaposes it with a nature infusion – here, in the form 
of a horse painted on the opposite wall. Contrasting, 
felt carpet covers the ceiling, while Whitman added old 
and new chairs from Milo Baughman.
 
At other points, however, the room is a bit more 
staid: For instance, gray hues dominate, with a pop 
of red or white adding variation. Yet, even with more 
monochrome spaces, Whitman gives it a secondary 
dimension, through something like textured wallpaper 
or a matching acid wash-like print on the furniture.

Photo Credit : Stephen Karlish


